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MEET YOUR BOYS CAPTAINS

COLLIN FACK and LORENZO 
AYCO (ISB)
#12 and #11

Alternative mascot of choice: The 
Geese!
Pumping up before a game 
means: Hmmm… saying 
“Yoooon!”
Favorite basketball players: 
Lebron James, Orlando Metter, 
Dwight James, Kobe Bryant
Experience: Since I was 8 years 
old. I play shooting guard and 
small forward.

DANNY MASRIN, SAM BECK-
STEAD, and JUSTIN KENNEDY 

(JIS)
#10, #8, and #11

Alternative mascot of choice: We wouldn’t 
change it. We are DRAGONS for life!
Team you are most apprehensive about: 
SAS. They’ve been the defensive champions for 
years.
Favorite basketball team: Chicago Bulls 
Favorite basketball player: Derrick Rose.
Most attractive quality about the game of 
basketball: You have to rely on others and 
not only on yourself. You never know what’s 
going to happen; anything can happen in just 
a couple of seconds.

RAUSON CLOWER and DUS-
TIN SANDANO (SAS)

#33 and #6

Team’s “it” ritual: Our hilarious emo-
tional leader, Alex Schindele and his 
infamous jokes
Wacky team rituals: In our pregame 
warm-ups, we enjoy yelling various meth-
ods of cooking eggs (eg. Omelet).
Favorite basketball player: Bill Walton
Pumping up before a game means: 
Having nerf gun wars and stretching.
Alternative mascot of choice: An As-
paragus.
Team philosophy: “You gottsta’ want it!”

MAX HUANG and ANDREW 
HUANG (TAS)

#8 and #6

Wacky team rituals: “Team Shave”
Pumping up before a game means:  
Having a BBQ downtown, and then do-
ing the “buff-circle”.
Favorite basketball player: Allen Iverson 
Alternative mascot of choice: An alter-
native mascot would be Robert Su, the 
spirit of our team.
Team philosophy: Everyone’s got to 
make sacrifices for a team to succeed.
Shout-out to the ISM teams, coaches, 
and fans: It’s time for our hard work to 
pay off.

By: Laura Lehmann, Staff Writer

MIGUEL OLFATO and ALEX 
GILL (ISM)
#10 and #18

Team’s “it” factor: speed
Pumping up before a game means: 
Playing music during our pre-game 
warm-ups.
Difficulties during the season: Through-
out the season, our team has been riddled 
with injuries. At one point we had 7 out 
of 13 players injured. We’ve really only 
had a full team within the last few weeks.
Team philosophy: If we play hard and 
take care of the little things, then the big 
things will follow.

JEREMY GETZ and HENRY 
YONG (ISKL)

#14 and #3
Team’s “it” factor: We have pinstriped 
jerseys. They tend to give viewers minor 
headaches and occasional seizures.
Team you are most apprehensive about: 
Singapore. Rauson.
Most attractive quality about the game 
of basketball: I like how you can legiti-
mately win games with defense. In games 
like soccer, baseball or football, defense 
is only the act of keeping the other team 
from scoring. In basketball, defense can 
create incredibly easy offensive scores.
Team philosophy: Defense wins basket-
ball games.
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MEET YOUR GIRLS CAPTAINS
By: Young Sun Park, Staff Writer

KAREN SORIAGA and CLAUDIO 
WILLNOW (ISM)

#9 Guard and #13 Forward

Favorite basketball team: Boston Celtics
Pumping up before a game means: run-
ning around the court
Meaning behind your jersey number: 
My birthday!
Team’s “it” factor: Filipino Pride
Alternative mascot of choice: Dolphins
Team philosophy: Composure, 100% of 
the time.
Most attractive quality about the game 
of basketball: The boys
Shout-out to the ISM teams, coaches, 
and fans: Like an art, we’re performing 
for all of you in the stands

MICHELLE BYWATER, HANNAH 
GOODE, and EMMA GRADY (SAS)
#8 Guard, #12 Guard, and #14 Center

Team philosophy: “Basketball is cross 
country with a ball.” We play aggressive 
and have a fast-paced style.
Team’s “it” factor: We’re really close and 
we work extremely well together.
Favorite player: Jimmer Fredette
Alternative mascot of choice: Something 
related to food. We love food.
Shout-out to the SAS teams, coaches, 
and fans: I am confident that however 
things turn out at this tournament we 
will come out of it as a strong team—one 
that sacrifices everything for each other 
and leaves it all out on the court.

KAT MILAN (ISB)
#12 Forward

Team’s “it” factor: We show a lot of heart 
Most attractive quality about the game 
of basketball: Basketball is a sport that re-
quires everything: aggressiveness, coordi-
nation, balance, speed, fitness, skills, etc. 
It’s hard work!
Wacky team rituals: Eating my mom’s 
amazing granola before games. It’s deli-
cious, and magical.
Favorite basketball player: Justin Mc-
Kinney for sure. He’s my idol.
Team philosophy: Coach Perry gave us a 
poem about how every possession counts. 
From then on that has been our philoso-
phy—“one possession.”

MORA GREHL (TAS)
#10 Guard

Team’s “it” factor: Well rounded. (Their 
coach jokes, “More Chinese speakers!”)
Wacky team rituals: Meredith’s gangster 
dance
Favorite basketball player: Lebron James
Meaning behind your jersey number: 
My soccer coach told me that a lot of fa-
mous midfielders have the number 10. 
I’ve kept the number consistent.
Shout-out to the TAS teams, coaches, 
and fans: I’m proud of our young team. 
Everyone really stepped up this season 
and we’ve improved our team chemistry. 
Thank you to the coaches and the support.

MONICA PRANATAJAYA and 
ROSIE WEBER (JIS)
#13 Post and #5 Guard

Team’s “it” factor: We aren’t one of the 
tallest teams, but we are going to be one of 
the quickest and most aggressive.
Wacky team rituals: Going to center 
court and slapping the floor 
Alternative mascot of choice: Dragons, 
always.
Difficulties during the season: Couple 
injuries, stitches, surgeries...no big deal!
Most attractive quality about the game 
of basketball: It’s not all about skill; effort 
plays a big role too.
Favorite basketball team: That’s easy, 
Boston Celtics!

SHOKO HIRATA and LAUREL 
SMITH (ISKL)

#6 Guard and #4 Guard

Pumping up before a game means: 
Listening to our playlist and dancing
Most attractive quality about the game 
of basketball: The game is really fast. It 
takes a lot of skill and speed—one mis-
take can cost you a significant lead.
Meaning behind your jersey number: I 
think I read somewhere for my birthday 
that four was my lucky number.
Team’s “it” factor: Young but strong
Alternative mascot of choice: Cobra!
Team philosophy: “Thick skin short 
memory” by our lovely coach, Laurence 
Myers
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Too Short to Play?

5 feet 5 inches tall. 

This is the height at which the av-
erage girl on ISM’s girls basketball 
team stands. Though any other girl 
standing at such a height would 
probably be deemed of average stat-
ure, female basketball players of this 
height will be called “short”. In bas-
ketball, the philosophy seems to go: 
the taller you are, the better a player 
you’ll be. However, is being tall truly 
a requirement or an advantage when 
playing basketball? Can someone 
ever be too short to play?

Many regard basketball as “the tall 
man’s game.” For the team’s center, 
height is, to some extent, a neces-
sity. 6 feet 3 inch tall co-captain and 
starting center of ISM’s boys var-
sity basketball team, Alexander Gill, 
states, “When playing the center, 
height is a necessity because you are 
the person that is responsible for the 
majority of the rebounds and pro-
tecting the paint area on defense.” 
Height is inevitably advantageous 
when attempting to get both defen-
sive and offensive rebounds, an as-
pect of basketball that can easily lead 
to a win or loss. But for some, height 
comes second to the ability to jump. 
A classic example from history: Spud 

By: Julia Saubier, Staff Writer
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Webb, who won the NBA slam 
dunk competition in 1986 standing 
at just 5’7. 

For guards, however, being tall is 
in fact nonessential and can even 
sometimes prove disadvantageous. 
Sophomore and starting point-
guard Katrina Gavino who stands 
at just over 5 feet points out that, 
“As a point guard, height does not 
matter as much as it would if you 
were a post player.” A short person 
has a lower center of gravity result-
ing in augmented speed. In a sport 
that requires players to run back 
and forth, speed is essential. Hence, 
short players are automatically in an 
advantageous position due to their 
agility and quick speed. A small 
point guard, for example, can eas-
ily beat the defense of the opposing 
team down the court, especially af-
ter a steal.

On offense, looking to drive is one 
technique teams can employ to eas-
ily score points. With the quick 
speed and good ball handling skills 
of a relatively short guard or point-
guard, points are expected. On the 
other hand, height on the defend-
ing team is both an advantage and a 
disadvantage. Tall players can easily 
block the shot of the smaller player 
however; there is the likelihood that 
the referee will call a foul – awarding 
one to two easy baskets to the op-
posing team at the foul line. 

Will the short stature of ISM’s team 
members prove to be a shortcom-

ing? Although a team may be 
short, they can use this to their ad-
vantage. Because ISM’s teams are 
generally shorter than other teams 
at IASAS, exercises such as sui-
cides and running drills are com-
monplace at basketball practice. 
Gill adds, “we have been learning 
how to run our lanes to try and 
beat the defense down the court 
so we do not have to "compete" 
with the opponents’ big men.”

Like many other sports, basketball 
requires mental strength, deter-
mination and the desire to win. 
Ultimately, basketball doesn’t just 
build character – it reveals it. Al-
though height may prove advanta-
geous and even a necessity in some 
situations, a team, regardless of its 
height, can win if its players have 
the willpower to exert no less than 
100% into the entire 40 minutes 
of the game. As Gavino says, “it’s 
not how big you are, it’s how big 
you play.”
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 Just hours after their first de-
feat of the tournament, ISB faced the 
undefeated Singapore Eagles. ISB was 
forced to get physical, down 12-17 
early. Senior Giacomo Riboni quickly 
fouled out in the second quarter, and 
SAS gradually took control of the 
game. Eagles won 84-58.
 For the first time in the tour-
nament, ISB got off to a strong start 
against the JIS dragons, rushing to a 
12-4 lead after the first quarter. JIS 
worked their way back into the game 
in the second quarter, and were with-
in three points at the half. But in the 
second half, ISB proved too strong 
for the Dragons, and a 17-0 run to 
start the fourth quarter behind sen-
ior and four-year athlete Collin Fack 
sealed the game, to a 63-35 win.
 Although they didn’t end up 
with the gold they had come for, the 
ISB Panthers should hold their heads 
high knowing they had a very suc-
cessful tournament, and come back 
next year hungry for more. A tourna-
ment well done, Panthers!

32-28 at the half. “I was nervous,” 
said sophomore Joseph Kendrink. 
“They hung tight with us the whole 
first half, and our guys started to get 
scared.” ISB’s height and athleticism 
soon proved too much for the un-
dersized Bearcats, as Remmel put up 
25 points and propelled the team to 
an 80-59 win, giving ISB an unde-
feated first day.
 Against ISKL, midway 
through the third quarter, ISB start-
ed to show its first signs of fatigue 
and allowed ISKL to retake the lead. 
“We just couldn’t make our shots,” 
commented captain Lorenzo Ayco, 
a native to the Philippines. Fighting 
valiantly ISB was able to cut the defi-
cit to three with clutch jumpers by 
Remmel and Ayco. The Panthers fell 
just short in the end, though, and 
lost 49-46 in a low-scoring, hard-
fought battle. Senior Collin Fack 
adds, “ISKL played really well, so 
props to them, but it was really dis-
appointing that we couldn’t pull out 
the victory.”

 The International School 
Bangkok Panthers boys’ basketball 
team came into the IASAS tourna-
ment with only one goal in mind: 
Win it all. With four starters re-
turning from a medaling season 
last year, the team had high expec-
tations this year. 
 Opening their IASAS tour-
nament against Taipei, Senior Jus-
tin McKinney says, “I really want 
to beat Taipei. I still haven’t beaten 
them in IASAS and I really want 
to do that before I’m done.” The 
Tigers took advantage of a slow 
ISB start, and rushed off to an 
early lead. In the second half, the 
Panthers regained their composure 
and clawed their way back. Playing 
great basketball behind the shoot-
ing of senior Lorenzo Ayco and 
junior Tony Remmel, facilitated 
by freshman Casey ChubbFertal, 
the Panthers easily closed out and 
savored a victory over the Tigers, 
79-56.
 The Panthers followed up 
the stunning win over TAS with 
an anticipated matchup with the 
hometown ISM Bearcats. Early on, 
ISM’s staunch defense held them 
in the game, and ISB led only 

ISB BOYS
By: Jacob Kobza, Staff Writer
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 The International School 
of Bangkok Panthers started this 
year’s IASAS in Manila against the 
defending champions, the Sin-
gapore Eagles. While the point 
guard, Kristin Lowe, was able to 
dribble down the court with quick-
ness and deft ball handling, but the 
other players weren’t able to capi-
talize on her efforts. The final field 
goal percentage was 22%, mak-
ing only 10 out of 45 attempts. 
In the end, ISB girls couldn’t 
beat the odds—the end score 
was 28-57 in favor of Singapore. 
 Their second game against 
Taipei’s Tigers, the defending sil-
ver medalists, showcased the Pan-
ther’s fighting spirit. They showed 
no signs of nerves, or intimidation 
against two of the best records in 
IASAS, but Taipei’s outside shoot-
ing dominated the game. The 
Bangkok girls were definitely still 
in the game with a score of 20-
27 in the second, Taipei began 
to distance themselves from ISB 

with jumpers from range. Panther 
Benya Kraus, freshman, stepped 
up her game with a rainbow hook 
and a jumper to keep her team 
within reach and Kat Milan put 
up a standout performance all over 
the court, but it wasn’t enough 
to steal the win away. The final 
score was 53-69 in favor of TAS. 
 Facing our very own ISM 
Bearcats, the Panthers showed 
they truly flourish under pres-
sure. Tight perimeter and interior 
defending from the whole team 
kept ISM at bay. In the second 
quarter, ISB dominated. Even bet-
ter defending and two intercepted 
passes allowed Kat Milan to go 
coast to coast and lay it in. Tak-
ing a thirty-point lead in the first 
half, a newly awakened ISM team’s 
comeback simply wasn’t enough to 
erase the deficit. Overall, the Pan-
thers’ effectiveness from the field 
gave them their first win, 59-41. 
 Against the Jakarta Drag-
ons, the Panthers faced the com-

bined efforts of both the oppos-
ing captains. They struggled to 
live up to their full offensive play, 
against the empowered,  team-
oriented offense of the Dragons. 
They played with heart and effort, 
but in the end, were disappointed. 
  On Saturday, the battle 
against ISKL began in nerve-wrack-
ing fashion as both teams struggled 
to grab control of the ball. But with 
skilled offensive tactics in their favor, 
the Bangkok Panthers gained an 18 – 
8 lead by the end of the first quarter. 
Using strong offensive and defense 
rebounding, they upheld the lead 
throughout the game. Despite strong 
efforts from Blackburn, Wich and 
Smith of the opposing team, the ISB 
Panthers arrived at a well-deserved 
win, ending with a 47-33 victory.
 Captain Kat Milan reflects 
on this IASAS, saying “We didn’t 
play to our full potential, but I’m still 
so proud of our team, we played hard 
our last game, and it was a great way 
to end my last basketball IASAS!” 

ISB GIRLS
By: GianCarlo Gatti, Staff Writer

Photo by: Isabel Francisco 
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 In a gymnasium filled with 
a sea of green and gold supporters 
stood a confident team armoured 
in navy blue. Indeed, right from the 
beginning of the tournament the 
JIS Dragons seemed determined 
to breathe fire on their competi-
tion. Their first battle was against 
the home team, the ISM Bearcats. 
Watched over by ISM’s cheering 
students, parents, and teachers, 
the JIS boys stood unwavering and 
ready to fight.
 The first few minutes of the 
game seemed to suggest that Drag-
ons were going to be on the wrong 
side of a blowout, but the outcome 
of the game proved that they were 
anything but. Going down to the 
final minute, the game ended in a 
narrow 66-62 victory for the Bear-
cats.
 In their second game 
against ISKL, despite a dishearten-
ing start, the JIS team never gave 
up. They persisted in tough situa-
tions, converting their resilience 

JIS BOYS

into needed points. The Dragon’s 
game was, however, disrupted by 
the Panther defense; the Dragons 
were limited to points that were 
earned on the line or by quick fast 
breaks. However, they were still 
able to display flashes of brilliance 
such as when captain Justin Kenne-
dy stole the ball and wove through 
the Panther defense for an easy 
lay-in and when captain Sam Beck-
stead executed a Kobe Bryant-like 
turn-around fade away jump shot.
The game eventually ended 78-52, 
in favor of the ISKL Panthers.
 Later, the Dragons faced 
SAS. Captains Masrin and Ken-
nedy’s efficient passing were instru-
mental to the Dragon offense when 
they had possession of the ball.Al-
though JIS showed strong determi-
nation, SAS ultimately triumphed. 
 In an exciting and incredi-
bly close game, the Dragons played 
defending silver medalists TAS Ti-
gers. The Dragons gained a lead in 
the first quarter courtesy of Danny 

By: Gio Ugut, Staff Writer

Photo by: Mara Javier 
Masrin, who dribbled with hot hands 
and shot baskets beyond the arc. 
Meanwhile Jeff Henrickson, Joseph 
Jung, and Byung Woo Seo were pro-
ductive in the low post area, drawing 
fouls and taking to the line for free 
throws. Despite JIS’s great defense in 
the earlier parts of the game, several 
lapses caused the Tigers to even up 
the score to 83 all. The game was lat-
er pushed on to overtime and ended 
with a 86-88 score line in favor of the 
Tigers.
 For their final game, the 
Dragons were pitted against ISB. 
The Dragons fell to a quick deficit by 
more than 10 points. However, James 
Sherpa’s excellent shooting and Jung’s 
turnaround jump shots helped propel 
the Dragons to three points behind 
the Panthers. However, the Dragons 
fell behind and eventually lost 63-35.
 Regardless of the tough con-
ditions that were presented against the 
Dragons, they demonstrated that they 
were a resilient team that was capa-
ble of pulling out moments of magic 
when they really needed to—and 
that’s the spirit that any team should 
strive to achieve.

Photo by: Mara Javier 
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 As one of the strongest contend-
ers for this year’s IASAS gold, JIS girls dis-
played an outstanding performance—
offensively and defensively. Under the 
leadership of the captains Rosie Weber 
and Monica Pranatajaya, JIS showed 
passion and competence on the court.
 At 10:30 on the first day of 
IASAS, the spotlight was on two teams: 
JIS and ISKL. Though JIS lost their 
first opportunity for possession, they 
were not discouraged, and came back 
with three consecutive shots. With a 
strong defense system and excellent 
formation calls, JIS was able to con-
clude half time with an 11-point lead. 
The same fervor remained in the game 
throughout the second half and JIS 
won the game with a score of 61 to 44.
 The JIS captains stated, “The 
closeness among the players makes us 
strong. Although all teams are very 
good, we are not scared of any of them.” 
Indeed, they were more than prepared 
to dominate their future games, but not 
before one small stumble along the way.
 The Dragons struggled in their 
second game against the SAS Eagles. JIS 
could not break through the press of the 
taller SAS girls.  However, as the game 
progressed, JIS strengthened their de-
fense and aimed closely for the basket. 

Despite their commendable efforts, 
JIS was not able to compensate for 
the points that they had lost during 
the first quarter, and thus accepted 
their first and only defeat: 43 to 58. 
 JIS then won one of the 
most dramatic games of IASAS Bas-
ketball 2011. The Dragons went 
head to head with the TAS Tigers. 
Both teams played impervious de-
fensive games and the second half 
ended 21-24 with TAS in the lead.
 The real drama, however, be-
gan in the last quarter of the game. 
Weber was able to reduce the seven-
point gap from the previous quar-
ter through jumps shots and layups 
and Pranatajaya scored to take a 
one-point lead with only four min-
utes left. The Tigers regained the 
lead immediately, but JIS, dictat-
ing the Tigers with clean shots and 
dominating rebounds, emerged 
victorious in a 46 to 42 triumph. 
 Confidence shone in their 
fourth game against ISB. From the 
beginning, both captains led at-

tacks and enhanced the play with 
rebounds and steals.  Despite We-
ber’s substitution, the other play-
ers kept focused. Brooke Molinero, 
Maddie Burrill, and Jessica Masrin 
were substituted in for an effec-
tive game play. With great per-
formances by all the Dragons, JIS 
reined victorious and approached 
one step closer to the finals.
 The last match against the 
Bearcats began with heated offen-
sives but as the defense strength-
ened for both teams, the game 
remained at a rather intense stag-
nation. The intensity of the game 
grew even more in the second half. 
The Dragons allowed the Bear-
cats to take the lead halfway into 
the last quarter but shots from 
both Weber and Amanda Ng gave 
the Dragons a close win of 44-42.
 JIS had expressed their hopes 
in winning the championship this 
year, and have certainly proven that 
they are fully capable. These Dragons 
were ready to take down the Eagles.

JIS GIRLS
By: Eun-Yeol Ma and Nikki Kang,Staff Writers
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 The first game of the whole 
IASAS tournament for ISKL was a 
loss to SAS but many fans saw that 
the effort was there in most of the 
game. ISKL struggled throughout 
the first quarter, unable to match up 
to the height of SAS. But in the 3rd 
quarter, the team started to wake 
up and a highlight for the ISKL 
boys was Jeremy Getz, blocking 2 
shots in a row. The crowd started 
roaring after that and he had 5 
blocks for the game. But still, it was 
too late to surge a comeback as the 
final score is 59-27 in favor of SAS. 
 The second game of the 
ISKL boys against JIS was a much 
better performance from the team 
compared to the 1st one, display-
ing better ball movement, mid 
range shooting, and defense. 
The team started getting buck-
ets in the paint as well as getting 
lots of 2nd chance points during 
the whole game. Camile Dilindi 
started curling off screens and 
hitting jumpers as well as having 
an amazing tip-in.  Till Gruning 
also showed off his excellent of-
fensive rebounds as well as hitting 
lay-ups in transitions. The final 
score was 78-52 in favor of ISKL. 

 The third game for the 
ISKL boys was a win against ISB. 
This match up, unlike most per-
formances from ISKL wasn’t really 
a good offensive performance but 
a superb defensive one. Like most 
coaches say, defense wins champi-
onships. In the 3rd and 4th quar-
ters, the superb defense of both 
teams unfolded. One ISB player 
hit a crucial 3 pointer, cutting the 
lead to 49-46. But, because of per-
severance and team defense, the 
ISKL was able to hold onto the 
lead for 30 seconds and stop two 
3 point attempts from going in. 
 The fourth game of the 
ISKL boys was a nail-biter from 
beginning to the end. Going up 
against the host team ISM and now 
had to deal with the pressure of the 
crowd as well. The Panthers started 
slow offensively, relying on a solid 
defense to hold their lead. Close 
calls by the referees and technical 
fouls on the Manila coach angered 

the crowd and captured the tense 
atmosphere, as Panthers were hold-
ing onto a slim lead late in the game. 
Opposing guard Jonathan Moran 
hit a clutch 3 to cut the lead to two 
points with 7 seconds left, but the 
Panthers were able to hand on by a 
thread and sealed the win,  71-67.
 The fifth game for the 
ISKL boys against TAS looked 
like a one sided match, with TAS 
yet to get a win. The 1st quarter 
was a solid one for the ISKL boys 
and as usual, they had exactly the 
same defensive intensity they al-
ways do each game. But as the 
2nd quarter came, TAS offense 
fired up. The frustrated ISKL boys 
couldn’t even buy a bucket during 
the quarter and were outscored 23-
11 and were losing 29-21 during 
half time. In the end, ISKL boys 
lost 71-50 to TAS. Nevertheless, 
ISKL is going to be looking ahead, 
hoping to be on the winning side 
of their next game: the finals.

ISKL BOYS
By: Jay Sy, Staff Writer
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from them as a confident TAS 
team ran out winners by 67 – 24. 
 On Saturday, the girls 
went into their final game know-
ing that victory against ISB would 
be enough to give them fifth place. 
The battle of the panthers began 
nervously as both teams struggled 
to get the ball under control. De-
spite appearing evenly matched 
in terms of skill and possession, 
ISKL conceded the ten point defi-
cit that had characterized their 
IASAS and were 18 – 8 down at 
the end of the first quarter. Un-
deterred, they began the second 
quarter in determined style. Early 
in the fourth quarter, a basket from 
Qureshi narrowed the deficit to 
eight points but, ultimately, their 
efforts weren’t enough and ISB 
went on to win the game 47 – 33.
 ISKL finished the game 
with their four departing seniors 
on the court, symbolizing a new era 
that will begin next year. No doubt 
they will miss Hirata, Smith, Brous-
sard and Iseli but with four talented 
freshmen on the team, particularly 
the outstanding Emi Morihata, it 
can only be a matter of time before 
they begin to get the results their 
attractive style of play deserves.

 ISKL girls were unlucky 
to end the tournament with five 
straight defeats as their spirit, en-
deavor and attacking style of play 
deserved so much more. Right from 
the opening whistle, they took the 
game to the opposition with cap-
tains Laurel Smith and Shoko Hi-
rata and freshman Emi Morihata 
driving them forward at every 
opportunity. But an inability to 
convert possession into points and 
some inconsistent defending pre-
vented them from progressing to 
the later stages of the competition. 
 The Panthers’ opening 
game was a physical encounter 
against JIS.  ISKL started brightly, 
suggesting a chance of avenging 
their recent defeat in the IASAS 
exchange. As the game progressed, 
however, JIS appeared quicker 
with the rebounds. Despite a late 
rally from ISKL with three bas-
kets in quick succession from 
Wich, Blackburn and Morihata, 
JIS went on to win by 61-44.

 The ISKL girls played 
home favorites ISM in the after-
noon game and once again, played 
expansive, attractive basketball, es-
tablishing an early lead that they 
maintained until the fourth quar-
ter. Despite controlling the game 
for long periods, the Panthers 
failed to put the game beyond ISM 
and were punished late in the final 
quarter when ISM took the lead 
for the first time in the game. With 
just minutes to go ISM, inspired 
by the crowd, clawed the game 
away from ISKL winning 50-45.
 Day two was one to for-
get for the Panthers, although the 
morning game against SAS was 
closer than the 81-32 defeat sug-
gests. Singapore started slowly but 
gradually increased the pressure on 
an ISKL team that appeared to be 
conserving their energy for their 
afternoon encounter against TAS.
In this later game, ISKL again had 
the better of the opening exchanges 
but slowly saw the points slip away 
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and celebrating in masses. A more 
exciting finish to a match is impos-
sible to imagine. 
 ISM was competitive 
throughout the tournament. De-
spite being smaller than other teams, 
they used quick passing and pushed 
the pace to their advantage. With 
two extremely close wins already 
achieved, the home crowd was 
hoping that they could get the one 
more over ISKL. With a fluid and 
well-practiced Bearcat team denied 
countless times by Getz at the heart 
of KL’s defence, the game finished 
71 – 67 in ISKL’s favour.
 On Saturday morning, the 
Bearcats were up against the un-
defeated SAS, but refused to be 
intimidated. Alex Gill was on fire 
with both rebounds and baskets. 
The score at half time was 24 – 17, 
reflecting how evenly matched the 
two teams were.  In the third quar-
ter, Singapore stamped their author-
ity on the game, taking a ten-point 
lead and closing the game out 59 – 
39. ISM never gave up, fighting for 
every ball until the end and Bearcat 
spirit was undeniable. ISM’s perfor-
mance in the round robin was ter-
rific, and assuredly made the entire 
school proud of our Bearcats. 

points but, as the game progressed, 
ISM struggled to deal with the 
height and power of McKinney 
and Remmel who dominated the 
boards. The game finished 80–59, 
but the score does not represent the 
heart the Bearcats showed.
 On Friday morning, ISM 
was scheduled to take on TAS. 
Once again rows of students filled 
all areas of the gym. The students 
rallied around the team, and the 
team shone with Amado Caro and 
Gio Panlilio’s impressive perfor-
mances.  Caro thanked the crowd, 
“[I’m] grateful for the support and 
that it gave the team a huge psy-
chological boost.” With 11 seconds 
to play TAS took the lead by one 
point and the crowd was momen-
tarily silenced. Just when all hope 
was lost the ball found its way to 
Gio, who beat two players before 
scoring the winning layup with just 
four seconds left. The game ended 
and hundreds of people stormed 
the court embracing the players 

 There wasn’t an empty seat 
to be found in the middle school 
gym as the ISM boys stepped onto 
the court to kick off their IASAS 
campaign against JIS. The atmos-
phere was electric and bearcat pride 
could be heard all over campus as 
Daniel Cho scored the first basket 
with only twenty seconds on the 
clock. The second half produced 
some of the most exciting basket-
ball ever seen at ISM as the Bearcats 
cheered on by a passionate, capac-
ity crowd emerged victorious with 
Gio Panlilio and Jonathan Moran 
the two outstanding performers in 
what was a great team effort. The 
game finished 66 – 62, to Manila, 
sparking huge celebrations on the 
bleachers and the court. 
 Despite a hard fought sec-
ond match, ISM weren’t able to 
record back-to-back wins and suf-
fered a defeat to ISB. Three bas-
kets in quick succession from Rafa 
Squillantini early in the second 
quarter narrowed the gap to four 
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 Our very own Lady Bearcats 
put on a great show in front of the home 
crowd, finishing the tournament at 
5th place with one win and four loss-
es. Their record, however, doesn’t do 
justice to the heart these girls showed 
during each game. They embodied 
the term underdogs; they were a mix 
of small cross-season athletes who had 
to come together to play basketball.
 They started off the tourna-
ment against returning silver medal-
ists, the Taipei Tigers. It was a physi-
cal game with girls from both teams 
diving for the ball. Bearcat Katrina 
Gavino caught what fans would call 
“benga fever,” dropping 28 points. 
Though the Bearcats had two great 
runs at the end of the second and 
fourth quarters to put them within 
striking distance, they couldn’t find 
those final two baskets to match Tai-
pei. Ultimately, it was the Tigers’ of-
fensive style of play that spelled the 
loss. “They were monsters,” admit-
ted Claudia Willnow of the Taipei 
post players. “What we needed to do 
was box out to eliminate that factor.” 
 For the second game of the 
day, the Bearcats garnered their first 
win over the ISKL Panthers in a 
very dramatic fashion. They started 

the game slow and trailed by as 
many as ten points in the first half. 
ISM center Julia Saubier’s inten-
sity kept the Bearcats in the game 
with her 8 rebounds. Coach Joni 
Mertz praised the junior’s efforts. 
“She’s aggressive and commits to 
every rebound.” ISM went on to 
win 50-45 and the girls began to 
believe that size isn’t everything.
 With an even record, hopes 
were high as they entered the HS 
gym for their third game against 
the ISB Panthers. Unfortunately, 
they were shocked into a 30-point 
deficit at the half as the Panthers, 
lead by Kat Milan, shut down the 
paint offensively and defensively. 
Saubier explained, “Whoever has 
control of the rebounds has con-
trol of the game. ISB never let go 
of that control.” Karen Soriaga and 
Katrina Gavino scored 20 points, 
but it wasn’t enough to overcome 
the Panthers in a 41-59 loss.
 The girls were obviously 
shaken by their second loss in three 

games when they faced the defend-
ing champion, the SAS Eagles, who 
dealt them a 28-59 loss. By con-
stantly using “fresh fives,” as Gavi-
no calls them, our girls practically 
faced two different lines through-
out the course of the game. “It was 
a huge advantage for them. I’m as-
suming they practiced like that all 
season to develop their chemistry.” 
 As the Bearcats stepped onto 
the court for the final time, one 
thing was clear: they were not go-
ing to accept defeat. The JIS Drag-
ons were the only things standing 
in their way. Captain Rosie Weber 
lead the offense with her three-point 
shooting until Julia Saubier stepped 
up in the 2nd half. Gavino put on 
another show, scoring 18 points. So-
riaga then lead her team of under-
classmen in an almost-comeback. 
The girls kept it close all game and 
even took control with 6 minutes 
left. They played the fourth quar-
ter as a team; for ten glorious min-
utes, they played like champions. 

ISM GIRLS
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 As consistent gold medal-
ists in most IASAS events, the 
SAS Eagles have always been the 
ones to beat. The SAS Boys’ Bas-
ketball team, this year’s defending 
champions, is no exception. Led 
by co-captains Dustin Sodano and 
Rauson Clower, these Eagles soared 
high above the competition, sweep-
ing all their round-robin games in a 
5-0 winning streak.
 In their first game against 
ISKL, the Eagles were quick to es-
tablish themselves as the stronger 
team, with senior Andrew Farrell 
scoring a three-point play in the 
first thirty seconds of the game. 
There were smooth free throws and 
layups from Jack McCabe, as well 
as rebounds from Rauson Clower 
that not only kept SAS in the lead 
but also prevented the ISKL Pan-
thers from scoring, ending the 
game with 59-27. 
 The Eagles’ first game also 
established an apparent advantage 
that SAS had over the other boys’ 
teams: their size. The SAS Boys’ 
team has some of the tallest players 
in this year’s tournament, includ-
ing Alex Schindele, who at 6’7”, 
towers over everyone else on the 

court. Seniority also came to their 
advantage. “There are seven seniors 
in our team,” shares four-year par-
ticipant Andrew Farrell.
 In their game against TAS, 
the Eagles continued their winning 
play from the very first possession. 
Matt Crema gave the team its first 
two points through a lay-up shot, 
and SAS remained in a solid lead un-
til the end of the game. SAS domi-
nated with score of 70-59, going two 
for two in their first two games. 
 The first four minutes of the 
game against JIS saw the SAS co-
captains in action. After winning 
the tipoff, Sodano scored the first 
two points of the game, followed by 
two three pointers, one by him and 
the other by Clower. With two more 
points from Sodano as well as a free 
throw, SAS had an 11-0 run against 
JIS in the first quarter. SAS went on 
to beat JIS 61-32.
 The Eagles’ fourth game, 
against the ISB, was expected to be 
a close match. ISB lead in the first 

few minutes of the first quarter, but 
SAS caught up quickly, with particu-
larly strong defense by Clower and 
two points from the free throw line 
for both Schindele and Sodano. In 
the second half, Sodano was totally 
open as he went for a jump shot for 
two points. In a game wherein SAS 
scored during nearly every posses-
sion, SAS beat ISB 84-58.
 Finally, SAS played against 
ISM Bearcats. The first quarter and 
a half showed a close power struggle 
between the two teams in one of the 
lowest scoring quarters of the tour-
nament. However, from the middle 
of the second quarter until the end 
of the game, despite a strong effort 
from the ISM Bearcats, the SAS Ea-
gles came up strong and took game 
with a score of 59-39.
 Having beaten every team 
by a margin of at least ten points 
the round robin games, the SAS Ea-
gles have sealed their reputation as 
the ultimate team to beat in IASAS 
Boys’ Basketball for years to come.

SAS BOYS
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 If there was a word to de-
scribe the ladies division of the SAS 
Eagles it would be: dominant, pow-
erful, and destructive. Yes, those are 
three words but to give them one 
word would be an injustice. Led by 
head coach Jim Goode and Cap-
tains Michelle Bywater, Hannah 
Goode, and Emma Graddy, SAS 
have gone undefeated in their run 
to the finals. In that run they have 
shown to be a dominant team, a 
powerful competitor and a destruc-
tive force to all that oppose them. 
 In their first game against 
ISB, the SAS girls put on a fight. 
Trailing after the first quarter 
7-13, the SAS girls rallied in the 
second quarter outscoring ISB 
by 11 points. Led by the efforts 
of Emma Grady (6 points, 2 re-
bounds and a steal all in a run), 
SAS was able to able to catch up 
and overtake ISB. The major factor 
contributing to their 57-28 victory 
was their impressive rebounding.
 SAS’s second game went 

similar to their first. Using their 
height to punish JIS, SAS won 58-
43. SAS endured when JIS looked 
like they were going to make a 
run, counterattacking with fe-
rocity. When asked about what 
went well the first day, Coach 
Goode said that they had “great 
energy” in the games, but also 
cautioned about the consistency 
the team showed especially in the 
first quarter of the ISB game and 
the last quarter of the JIS game.
 Professional basketball 
teams always stress the need to 
have a deep bench, which the Ea-
gles proved to have in their game 
against the ISKL Panthers. The 
SAS bench scored 13 out of the 20 
points in the first quarter. Led by 
determined players Emily Moran 
and Talya Marsh, who combined to 
have 26 rebounds, SAS outhustled 
and overpowered the ISKL defend-
ers leading to their third victory.
 SAS continued their fine 
form when playing against the ISM 

Bearcats. After a shaky start, the 
Eagles were able to get a rhythm 
going and hound the basketball. 
The Eagles scored over 20 points 
in each of the first two quarters 
by utilizing their solid perimeter 
defence. Before the game, when 
asked about elements needed to 
keep up their pace, the girls said 
that they just needed to keep their 
energy up and they would be fine.
 The team’s last game was 
against the TAS Tigers. Trail-
ing behind slightly in the begin-
ning,  SAS retook the lead halfway 
through the first quarter. They 
ended the quarter with a 9 point 
lead. There were moments in the 
third when the Eagles seemed to be 
losing their almost composure, but 
they held their act together culmi-
nating in a 65-44 victory. 
 After their last game, the 
coach was asked to describe their 
IASAS experience; he said “The fa-
cilities are great, one of the best, if 
not the best for basketball. I think 
my girls have enjoyed the experi-
ence as much as the basketball.” 
With five wins under their belt, 
the SAS Girls team must feel good.

By: Diego Deveras, Staff Writer
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was behind: 81 points to 84. In the 
last few seconds, however, a miracu-
lous 3-pointer came out of the TAS 
ranks, tying the teams and forcing the 
referee to call an overtime play. Mo-
tivated by this second chance, TAS 
quickly went on the offensive, scor-
ing points within the first few min-
utes of overtime. Once they gained 
the advantage, they switched to heavy 
defense and ultimately triumphed.
 TAS’s fifth and last game be-
fore finals was against ISKL. They 
started with the advantage and by 
the middle of second quarter led by 
5 points: 15 to 20. Still dominating 
the TAS efforts were 6 – who was 
barely ever benched— Max Huang, 
and Kevin Liou who dominated the 
free throws. The constant signal-
ing and screaming of instructions 
by Coach Shawn Jeffrey definitely 
paid off, with TAS winning at 71-50.
 TAS’ first few games fol-
lowed this pattern: a bang then a 
fall. However, their IASAS campaign 
went in the opposite direction, with 
them starting weakly and then pro-
gressing into a magnificent 21 point 
win. One thing’s for sure though: the 
TAS team gave IASAS all they had.  

daring with their shots. Like with 
Game 1 though, the fall came after 
the bang. TAS quickly lost their ad-
vantage, losing again by 11 points. 
 Game 3 placed a lot of 
pressure on the TAS team, who 
were pressured to play amidst fer-
vent ISM supporters. They started 
the game, once again, with a shot 
within the first minute. Learning 
from their mistakes in the previous 
games, the team stepped up their 
defense and quickly gained the ad-
vantage. They kept the lead until the 
middle of the second quarter. The 
teams’ scores remained neck in neck 
after that and it was only until the 
last few minutes—no, the last few 
seconds—when the game was de-
cided. TAS was leading by two when 
ISM scored a last-minute 3-pointer. 
TAS lost by a painful single point. 
 Raw from their almost-
triumph, TAS started their fourth 
game weakly. JIS scored the first 
points of the game. But towards 
the end of the fourth quarter, TAS 

 TAS’ IASAS Basketball team 
started their first game– against 
ISB—with a bang. They immedi-
ately went on the offensive with Max 
Huang scoring only a minute into 
the game. The first quarter proved 
the TAS players to be amazing shoot-
ers, who made the majority of their 
baskets—many of which were 3 
pointers—with free throws. They 
immediately gained the advantage. 
Halfway through one, however, ISB 
caught up. The game went down 
for TAS from there. As ISB made 
more shots, TAS players started 
missing more of their own and the 
offensive strategy flipped to a de-
fensive one. TAS lost by 23 points. 
 The second game, again, 
started with a bang. Andrew Huang 
made a 3-pointer within the first 
minute of the game, and would 
continue to dominate the TAS ef-
fort alongside number Max Huang; 
Andrew Huang alone would score 
five 3-pointers throughout the game. 
One thing’s for sure: TAS players are 

TAS BOYS
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 The Taipei girls team, under 
Coach Lagerquist and captained by Mora 
Grehl, is a relatively young team, but one 
that refuses to let age stand in the way 
of a medal. When asked what she loved 
most about her team, Captain Mora 
Grehl replied, “We’ve really grown as a 
team over the season, we’ve really bond-
ed.” This team’s commitment to both 
the sport and to each other is evident.
 This year the Tigers started 
IASAS Basketball against ISM amid an 
immense, spirited crowd. “I only re-
member it being really loud,” mentioned 
freshman Fiona Fay offhand. Yet, the Ti-
gers put on a remarkable performance.
 TAS began with a 10-point 
lead, spreading the floor and forcing 
the Manila defense to move and rotate. 
With sole senior Mora Grehl leading 
the offense, the Tigers showed no sign 
of the typical away-game nerves. Shel-
ley Wu and Joanne Jiang made shots 
from distance while “keeping compo-
sure”—their team’s effective philosophy. 
Anne Roffler and Meredith Banks estab-
lished their post presences and covered 
the boards with gutsy first impressions.
 On defense, the Tigers con-
stantly looked for the steal and con-
tested every shot. Taipei won that match 
64-57, and a happy Coach Lagerquist 

encapsulated the Tigers’ compo-
sure, saying, “I loved the atmosphere 
and the enthusiasm of the crowd.”  
 TAS had plenty of cheer-
ing and their own enthusiastic 
squad of both parents and fellow 
Tigers. Loosely translated as “LETS 
GO!” the cries of “jia you” have be-
come a staple of IASAS events, ech-
oed the spirit of Taipei basketball.  
 The girls kept their momen-
tum going and quickly won their 
second game against Bangkok, tak-
ing advantage of solid team defense, 
individual hustle, Shelley Wu’s sharp 
shooting, and offensive rebounding by 
the center players. Tigers won, 69-53.  
 Against  JIS, Taipei had a 
shaky start, with rough and tumble 
loose balls all over the Jakarta half. In 
their lowest scoring game yet, the Tai-
pei shooters had trouble finding the 
net, but nevertheless were able to hold 
their lead until the fourth quarter. Ja-
karta scored 18 points in the fourth 
to give Taipei their first loss, 42-46. 
 Next game, TAS played some 

of their best basketball against ISKL. 
“We didn’t play at the level we wanted 
to during the first quarter, but we re-
ally stepped it up in the second,” said 
captain Mora Grehl. The Tigers truly 
raised their game, scoring 25 points 
in the 2nd quarter. The Tigers’ te-
nacity ad dogged determination on 
defense helped them grab steal af-
ter steal and another win, 67-24.
 Against the unbeaten SAS 
squad, the second-ranked Tigers held 
the Eagles to a tie through most of the 
1st quarter. The Eagles, however, soared 
for the rebounds, and broke out to a 
14-point lead at the half. TAS played 
hard, but SAS had length in the paint 
and stifling pressure in the backcourt 
to keep the lead until the final whistle.
 Coach Lagerquist is undoubt-
edly proud of his senior captain and 
the force of his young team. As they 
look towards their final game for 
the bronze medal, Meredith Banks 
says, “Bad teams imagine the penal-
ties of failure. We think about the 
rewards of success.” Jia you, Taipei!

TAS GIRLS
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Girls Consolations: ISB vs. TAS
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 In the girl’s consolation 
game, the ISB Panthers faced off 
against the TAS Tigers. In one of 
the most contested games in this 
year’s IASAS, the Panthers finally 
defeated the Tigers in overtime.  
ISB started  the first quarter with 
an 11-4 run. However, TAS re-
sponded and used their off ball 
wizardry to pull the deficit down 
to three. The quarter ended 11 – 8.
 The second quarter led off 
with the ISB girls pulling away, 
led by Laura Chang who became 
a focal point of their offense. Dur-
ing this stretch, TAS struggled as 
they were ineffective offensively; 
their low post game was destroyed 
by the ISB defense. Despite all 
this, the Tigers kept their heads 
up and pulled it all together, nail-
ing their jumpers with suburb ac-
curacy. The quarter ended with 
ISB leading comfortably, 33 to 22.

 The game started heating 
up in the third. During halftime, 
the TAS team pulled it together and 
opened the quarter with a bang. 
Starting the quarter with an aggres-
sive press, TAS hounded the ball 
throughout the quarter and was 
rewarded with several good shots, 
able to pull the game back, tak-
ing back the lead for a short time. 
Their momentum was ended how-
ever when ISB hit a shot followed 
immediately with a buzzer beat-
ing layup. At the end of the quar-
ter it was 46 to 52 in favour of ISB.
 They say that the fourth 
quarter is where all the magic hap-
pens; and for this game that held 
true. Both teams were cold to start 
out with in the fourth, the first 
points scored by TAS with 6 min-
utes remaining. That was quickly 
followed up by a jumper from the 
wing, cutting the ISB lead down 
to 2. Suddenly both teams lit up, 
exchanging baskets rapidly. TAS 
would make a jumper; ISB would 
follow with a layup. The momen-
tum swung into TAS’s favour as 
they took the lead 60-58. With 
13 seconds left, ISB tied the game 

with 2 free throws made by Kata-
leya Milan. ISB had the chance 
to ice it in regulation with 2 free 
throws with 0.9 seconds remain-
ing, but unable to secure the win, 
the game went into overtime.
 Overtime brought on the 
winning form of ISB. They took 
control early with fast break layup 
followed by an “and 1.” With a 
lead going with 3 minutes remain-
ing, ISB looked to have the game 
sealed, as they then followed two 
straight layups. TAS tried to bring 
themselves into the game, but their 
offense seemed to collapse into 
themselves. ISB did sealed the win 
in the last 35 seconds with a layup, 
sealing it to 72-65 victory to ISB.
 In the battle for third 
place, ISB may have won the game 
but the game brought out the best 
of both teams. TAS was down by 
double digits going into the third 
quarter but kept at it. They showed 
heart, and teeth, made it known 
that they would not go down with 
a fight. Even though ISB won the 
game, it was a hard fought victory 
that should have left both teams 
with some sort of satisfaction. 

Boys Consolations: ISM vs. ISB
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 The boys’ consolation game 
this year pitted the perennially dan-
gerous International School Bang-
kok Panthers, who entered the 
game in third place with a 3-2 re-
cord, against the hometown under-
dog International School Manila 
Bearcats, who entered the game 
in fourth place with a 2-3 record. 
 The first quarter set the tone 
for the entire game; this game was go-
ing to be tight, scrappy and physical. 
ISB took an early lead by as much as five 
at 14-9, but ISM quickly countered 
with clutch jumpers by Alexander Gill 
and Miguel Olfato, and the game was 
even at 21-21 after the first quarter.
 ISM came out firing in the 
second quarter, and quickly took 
their first lead of the game. However, 
when Alex Gill left the game, the Pan-
thers took advantage of their height 
and had their way down low as Collin 
Fack scored 10 of his 18 points in the 
second quarter alone. With ISB lead-
ing 37-29 late in the second quarter, 
the Bearcats realized the need for ur-

gency, and fought back and pulled 
within four at the half, 37-33.
 In the third quarter, both 
teams came out ready to play. The 
teams seemingly traded baskets, with 
ISB continuing to use its frontcourt 
advantage to get to the hoop, and 
ISM relying on its speed and shoot-
ing. As the third quarter came to a 
close, neither team had gained a huge 
advantage going into the final peri-
od, with the Panthers leading 63-60.
 The physicality and intensity 
of the game continued in the fourth 
quarter. Once again, the hometown 
Bearcats found themselves trailing 
with time running out. Feeding off 
the crowd’s immense energy, the 
Bearcats clawed their way back into 
the game, spurred by their tough de-
fense and multiple fast break points. 
With less than a minute remaining, 
and the teams continuing to trade 
baskets, ISM took the lead after 
clutch jumpers by Gio Panlilio and 
Jonathan Moran, 69-68. After ISM’s 
tough defense forced a travelling 
violation, ISM’s JP Campos drew 
a foul when he drove to the basket. 
After making the first free throw, JP 
missed the second, and left the Pan-
thers very much in the game, only 
down by two points. ISB responded. 
Collin Fack made a clutch jumper to 
keep the Panthers tied with just 16 
seconds remaining. ISM was unable 
to respond in time, and we headed 
to overtime in a tied game, 70-70.
 ISM came out in overtime 
firing on all cylinders. The crowd 
was more energized and louder than 

ever, and the Bearcats fed off this en-
ergy and played shut down defense. 
On top of this fantastic defense, ISM 
got just as much offense as it needed 
from Jonathan Moran, their junior 
guard. With tight defense swarm-
ing him, Moran made two clutch 
three pointers to put the Bearcats 
ahead 76-73 as time winded down. 
Forcing another stop with only fif-
teen seconds remaining, the Bearcats 
got the ball back already leading by 
three, and forced ISB to foul. With 
two free throws and a chance to win 
the game, the fate of the Bearcats was 
once again in Moran’s hands. As he 
made the first free throw, the crowd 
roared, and ISM took a four point 
lead, which all but won the game for 
the Bearcats. ISB was unable to score 
as they retained the ball with only 
a few seconds remaining, and ISM 
celebrated a fantastic win, 77-73.
 Recognition must be given 
to the Panthers, who continued to 
fight back against the home team in 
a hostile environment. But the story 
of today is the underdog tale of the 
ISM Bearcats, who fought against 
their size disadvantages and gave 
the home team a well-earned bronze 
medal. Congratulations, Bearcats!
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Girls Finals: SAS vs. JIS
By: Ines Diaz, Staff Writer
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 The IASAS Girls Basket-
ball tournament culminated in the 
much anticipated rematch between 
the undefeated SAS Eagles and the 
JIS Dragons. The Dragons were def-
initely the underdogs coming into 
the game, having lost in their first 
match up 43-58. But the ladies from 
Jakarta weren’t going to let that get 
in the way. Linh Nguyen of the ISM 
Bearcats believed that the Dragons 
had a “really good shot against SAS. 
They have great shooters, they work 
as a team, and they pass really well.” 
JIS sophomore Katrina Davis, for 
example, dislocated her finger on the 
second day and insisted on playing. 
She ended up starting at shooting 
guard. If there was a team in the tour-
nament that could give the Eagles a 
run for gold, it was the Dragons. 
 The Dragons’ interest-
ing tactic of having Jessica Masrin, 
their center, come in and out of the 
high post to dribble past even the 
three-point arc began to backfire in 
the first few minutes of the second 
quarter. Singapore reconvened and 
began double-teaming her to force 
some crucial turnovers. SAS’ captain 
Hannah Goode had the hot hand 
throughout most of the second 

quarter and led the Eagles’ aggres-
sive plays. The Dragons couldn’t find 
an effective solution (or the basket, 
for that matter) as the height defi-
cit may have just been too much to 
overcome. At the end of the first half, 
the Eagles put up a solid 30-14 lead.
 The Eagles made great use 
of the pick and roll to free up key 
players like captains Goode and 
Michelle Bywater. The JIS guards 
were not to be outdone as Amanda 
Ng and captain Rosie Weber hit 
some clutch jumpers from range 
to cut down the lead at the start of 
the 3rd quarter. JIS point guards 
Masrin and Olivia Murray traded 
baskets to keep the SAS lead at 21 
points with four minutes remain-
ing in the third quarter. However, 
the pressure from the SAS defense 
forced the Dragons into taking bad 
shots that turned into Eagle points.
 The fourth quarter began 
with even more Singapore domi-
nance as they consolidated their lead 
to 52-32 within the first five minutes. 
Jessica Masrin, a crucial rebounder 
and defensive giant for the Dragons, 
was sidelined with an excruciating 
ankle sprain. JIS captain Monica 
Pranatajaya showed some incredible 
hustle to try and compensate for 
the Pathers’ lacking size in vain. But 
SAS’s determined captain Goode 
kept the discouraged Dragons at bay.
 Goode, a top scorer and 
4-year veteran, explained her leg-
endary performance: “I think I 
knew that this was my last game and 
I wanted to leave everything on the 

court, no regrets. As a team, we 
knew to push the ball forward since 
we’re a smooth transitioning team 
and it just really clicked tonight.”
 After 40 minutes of Eagle-
dominated ball, the score ended 
in a crushing 63-39 victory. The 
lady Eagles successfully kept the 
gold medal in Singapore for yet 
another year and left the tourna-
ment with a perfect 6-0 record. 
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Boys Finals: SAS vs. ISKL
By: Jacob Kobza, Ines Diaz and Kaye Kagaoan, Staff Writers
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 Meeting in the Boys’ Final 
of this year’s IASAS basketball tour-
nament were the undefeated and 
heavily favored Singapore Ameri-
can School Eagles and the under-
dog 4-1 Panthers from the Inter-
national School of Kuala Lumpur. 
 The game started out with 
both schools trading baskets. Rau-
son Clower from SAS and Jeremy 
Getz from ISKL led their respective 
offenses. After the Panthers kept 
a narrow lead for most of the first 
quarter, the Eagles stormed back 
to take a 18-17 lead, led by Dustin 
Sodano’s spectacular play-making.
 In the second quarter, SAS 
continued to carry the momentum it 
gained from the end of the first quar-
ter, and expanded their lead through 
a quick 7-0 run to start the period, 
relying foremost on the shot of An-
drew Farrell. Throughout the quar-
ter, SAS continued to assert them-

selves, taking advantage of the size 
advantage they had over ISKL. Play-
ing a tough defense and a quick fast-
break offense, SAS expanded its lead 
all the way to 16 at halftime, 37-21.
 ISKL came out rolling in 
the second half, picking up the 
tempo and catching SAS off guard, 
going on a 5-0 run and thus reduc-
ing SAS’s lead to eleven. But SAS 
responded, and quickly regained 
the huge lead they had possessed at 
halftime with another strong offen-
sive streak led by Clower. Although 
the Panthers closed the third quar-
ter with a small run to slightly de-
crease the deficit, they trailed at 
the end of the third quarter, 49-40.
 ISKL began the fourth quar-
ter with the sense of urgency; they 
needed any shot at a comeback. 
Quickly reducing the lead to five 
points with jumpers by Dilindi and 
Till Grunning, the Panthers looked 

as if they were clawing their way 
back into this one. But, as they 
have the entire tournament, the 
Eagles responded. With their shot 
at a third straight gold medal be-
ing threatened, the Eagles picked 
up the tempo of the game behind 
Farrell’s points in transition and 
big jumpers by Robert Barber and 
Dustin Sodano. As time wound 
down, and it became all more 
evident that SAS would win the 
IASAS boys basketball tourna-
ment for the third straight season, 
the Panthers never gave up, and 
continued to fight to the end. Af-
ter a hard-fought fourth quarter 
and a well-earned win, the SAS 
Eagles retained the IASAS boys 
basketball championship, 69-60.
 A great deal of recogni-
tion should be given to the ISKL 
Panthers, who continued to fight 
against a team which retained 
big leads on them for multiple 
times throughout the game. How-
ever, the biggest winners of the 
night were the SAS Eagles, who 
finished undefeated and com-
pleted their third straight gold 
medal run in IASAS boys bas-
ketball. Great tournament, boys!
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